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North Carolina Veterans Council Minuets
April 9, 2025
HBOT4HEROES
2912-A T.W. Alexander Drive
Durham, NC 27709

Meeting called to order by Tammy Williamson, Commander NC Veterans Council at 10:09 AM. She
welcomed those in attendance in person and via Zoom to the meeting. She also introduced our meeting
host David Buzzard, who welcomed us to the HBOT4Heroes facilities.

Pledge of Allegiance: Kenny Joyner

Invocation: Chaplain Tim Stevenson

Roll Call/Quorum: Acting Secretary Smith called the roll of Council’s officers and member
organizations present and logged on via Zoom. The Council Officers present were Commander Tammy
Williamson, Vice Commander Ray Martin, Treasurer Larry Coleman, Chaplain Tim Stevenson,
Sergeant-at-Arms Kenny Joyner, and Acting Secretary Elree T. Smith. Member Organizations present
were; American Legion Department of NC, AMVets, Disabled American Veterans, Fleet Reserves
Association, Marine Corps League, Military Officer Association of America, Military Order of the
Purple Heart, Montfort Point Marine Association, Reserves Organization of America North Carolina,
Triangle Women Veterans Unit #144 of Military Women Across the Nation, and Veterans of Foreign
Wars Department of NC. Ex-Official Members present were; NC Department of Military and Veterans
Affairs, Office of US Senator Tom Tillis, Office of US Senator Ted Budd, Past Council Commander
Patricia Harris, and US Department of Veterans Affairs.

Introduction of first-time attendees:
LaMonica Coleman, Women Support Services
Feank Roberts, Extivita
Michael Meszke, Extivita

Approval of Minuets:

Vice Commander Martin, Fleet Reserves Association made a Motion to approve the Minuets as
printed. Sergeant-at-Arms Joyner, Marine Corps League Seconded the Motion which was
passed by voice vote.



Treasurer’s Report:

Treasurer Larry Coleman had emailed the Council’s Bank Statement and Check Register to
Commander Williamson. She presented printed copies to those in attendance, and she read the
report for those attending the meeting via Zoom. Sergeant-at-Arms Joyner, Marine Corps
League made a Motion to accept the financial report, subject to audit. Craig Little, MPMA
Seconded the Motion which was passed by voice vote.

Commander Williamson presented the proposed NC Veterans Council Budget for 2025-2026.
She went line item by line item in the proposed budget, and it was indicated that the proposed
budget would be emailed to the Council’s members on Zoom. James Hunter, DAV made a
Motion to approve the budget as presented. Tricia Vinson, MOAA Seconded the Motion which
was passed by voice vote.

Presentation by HBOT4HEROES:

Mr. David Buzzard and Kristy Andrews provided a briefing on the activities of HBOT4HEROES
and their role in providing Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy for Veterans. In 2019, NC House Bill 50
approved the use of hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy for soldiers who have suffered PTSD or TBI.
Through corporate sponsorship, donations, and funding from the State of NC, their goal is to
continuously offer this life-saving treatment with no cost to our American Heroes.

Here in North Carolina, we are leading the entire country by recognizing the effectiveness of
Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy (HBOT) in healing a veteran’s TBI and PTSD symptoms. Since
2020 we have witnessed astonishing success in suicide prevention and TBI/PTSD recovery in
using HBOT for veterans and active military service members. Following the meeting, attendees
will have the opportunity to take a dive in one of the chambers for a demonstration of the
process.

Commander’s Presentations:

The Zoom connection was lost and during time it took to resolve the issue, Commander
Williamson presented Certificate of Membership to The Vietnam Veterans of America, Fleet
Reserves Association and the AMVets.

Commander Williamson introduced two appointees to the Council serving the Co-Legislative
Committee as advisors. Dr. Joseph Wescott and Mr. George Teague. Both gentlemen have
extensive experience with the North Carolina General Assembly. Dr. Wescott was present his
Certificate of Appointment, Mr. Teague Certificate of Appointment will be presented later.

Presentation by North Carolina Association of County Commissioners:

Mr. David Baker and Ms. Denise Canada provided a presentation on the North Carolina
Association of County Commissioners and the Association’s position on Legislation filed in the
North Carolina General Assembly related to the property tax exclusion/exemption. Mr. Baker
address the Association letter to the North Carolina dated March 16, 2025 was distributed to
Council members was discussed and it was noted that the County Commissioners Association is
not against property tax exclusion/exemption granted to veterans. Many of the Bills under
consideration would be a great burden on some of the smaller counties who are struggling with
the current tax base to support county operations.



Ms. Canada discussed the veteran population by North Carolina Counties. She presented a
document that detailed the percentage of each county’s residents who are military veterans in
2024. The document also had a table that ranked each county from the highest to the lowest
concentration of veterans. The document presented also detailed expenditures by the US
Department of Veterans Affairs by counties in the three categories tracked by the VA. Those
are; Compensation and Pension, 61%, Medical Care, 34% and all other services, 5%.

Mr. Baker closed with the fact that the North Carolina Association of County Commissioners is
looking forward to working with the North Carolina Veterans Council as we continue to push for
property tax relief for disabled veterans.

Commander’s Comments:

Commander Williamson discussed the prior attempt for the Council’s Legislative Committee to
create the Council’s top Legislative priorities. Many of the member organizations did not submit
their top three priorities as requested. The Council’s Legislative Committee will be tasked with
creating the Council’s Legislative Priorities from Bills that survived the Legislative Cross-Over
date in the NC General Assembly. Also, the Commander discussed one of the Bills that was
submitted for consideration as a priority and was Tabled. A representative of one of the
companies that is working with the VFW and lobbyist to change the Bingos Laws of North
Carolina has requested to make a presentation to the Council.

Commander Williamson also, informed the Council that she has met with the new Secretary of
the NC Department of Military and Veterans Affairs and her Communication Director. They are
willing to work with the NC Veterans Council and to reestablish the good working relationship
that we have enjoyed in past years.

The list of Bills introduced in the NC General Assembly and tracked by Nelson Mullins was
distributed. This is a great and expensive service provided to the Council by George Teague of
Nelson and Mullins. They extract this information from Nexus, an online service used by
lobbyist across the country to tract Legislation.

Commander Williamson discussed the North Carolina Hall of First. A program led by the NC
Department of Military and Veterans Affairs that recognizes citizens of North Carolina that has
provided exceptional service to North Carolina. The dates for submitting nominees are February
1 until April 1 each year. The full details and forms are available online, just Goggle — NC Hall
of Firsts.

Comments From the Council:

None

Closing Comments:

Next meeting will be July 9, 2025

Respectfully Submitted,



Elree T. Smith, Acting Secretary Tammy Williamson, Commander
North Carolina Veterans Council North Carolina Veterans Council
Phone: 919-772-8425 Phone: 336-684-5524

Email: esmith8623@nc.rr.com Email: commander@ncvc.org




