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North Carolina Veterans Council Minuets
January 24, 2022
Department of North Carolina Veterans of Foreign Wars
917 New Bern Avenue, Raleigh, NC 27610

Meeting called to order by Commander Larry Coleman at 10:00 AM
Pledge of Allegiance: Michael Merzke, Sergeant-at-Arms North Carolina Veterans Council
Invocation: Jay Wood, Vice Commander/Chaplain North Carolina Veterans Council

Roll Call/Quorum: Secretary Smith called the roll of Council’s officers and member organizations
present and logoed on via Zoom. Council Officers present were Commander Larry Coleman, Vice
Commander/Chaplain Jay Wood, Treasurer Jeri Graham, Secretary Elree T. Smith, Sergeant-at Arms
Michael Merzke. Member Organizations present were Department of NC American Legion, AmVETS,
AUSA — Braxton Bragg, Fleet Reserve Association, MOAA, MOPH, Montfort Point Marine
Association, NC Elks, NC National Guard Association, NC Reserves Officers Association, NCVVA,
NC Department of ROA, and VFW Department of NC and Vietnam Veterans of America NC State
Council. Ex-Official Members present were NCDMVA, NC Veterans Affairs Commission, NCNG,
NC VetBiz, Raleigh Alpha Lamba Chapter of Kappa Epsilon Psi Military, Inc., USDOL/VETS, Harnett
County Veterans Council, Wake County Council of Veterans Organizations, Western Governors
University and US Senator Richard Burr Office.

Report — Minutes:

Council’s Secretary Smith made a motion to approve the Minuets as printed subject to any
corrections or deletions. H. Lee Littiken Seconded the Motion which was passed by voice vote.

Introduction of Guest and New Members:
1) Dale Robbins — Whole Vet
2) Shirley Gerrior AARP - NC
3) Karee White — AARP-NC/Elizabeth Dole Foundation
4) Jimmie Bellamy — Governor Cooper’s Office
5) Kirk deViere — NC State Senator

New Members: There was no new member application to consider.



Guest Speakers Presentations:

1) Dale Robbins, President and Founder of Whole Vet presented a Power Point presentation on
services and programs provided to veterans by his organization. The presentation is available for
viewing on the Council’s website: ncveteranscouncil.org.

2) Shirley Gerrior, AARP-NC presented a Power Point presentation on Veterans Initiatives
Resources & Partners. The presentation is available for viewing on the Council’s website.

3) Karee White, 2018 Elizabeth Dole Foundation Fellow presented a Power Point presentation on
the Elizabeth Dole Foundation and provided information on how communities can become a partner
in the program. The presentation is available for viewing on the Council’s website.

Reports — Treasurer/Commander/Committee:
Treasurer:

1) Treasurer Jeri Graham rendered the Council’s Financial Report of Receipts and Disbursements.
The Financial Report was approved, subject to audit on a Motion by Elree T. Smith, VFW and
Seconded by Jay Wood, VFW.

Commander:

2) Commander Coleman reported on several items that the Council should focus on as we strive to
meet the needs of the veterans of the state. Listed below are the areas the Council’s member
organizations should be aware of and support.

a) The Council’s website is up and running, please check it out to ensure information is
accurate. The page has the Minuets and presentations made to the Council as well as the full
Zoomed meeting. The website address is: ncveteranscouncil.org.

b)  The Council is present on the social media platform Facebook. Just logon to Facebook

and search for North Carolina Veterans Council.

c) The Legislative Committee will be Chaired by Vice Commander Woods. Members

desiring to join Committee please contact Commander Coleman.

d) Member organizations are asked to provide the three top legislative concerns of your

organization by next Council meeting.

Vice Commander:

3) Vice Commander Wood rendered a report on upcoming veterans’ activities to be held across the
state.

a) In recognition of National Complementary Day “Thank You™.

b)  American Legion Post 67, Cary, NC will be hosting a veteran VA Benefits My Town
event March 17 — 19, 2022. Flyers has been widely distributed with details of the event.

Committee Chairs — Discussions on Council’s Committees formation and Legislation.

4) NC State Senator DeViere, a member of the AUSA Braxton Bragg Chapter provide an update
Legislation passed or will be considered during the Short Session of the NC General Assembly.

a) Licensure and Spousal Preference for State employment.
b) Legislation recently passed to exempt military retirement pay from taxation.

c) Veterans” employment preference aligned with Federal guidelines.



Voting Member Organizations Reports:

5) AUSA Braxton Bragg Chapter President, Ariel Aponte presented Chairman Coleman with
plaque, additionally, he announced that the AUSA Conference will be held in Fayetteville, NC.

6) Ray Martin of the Fleet Reserves Association reported that HB 746, The Flag Bill is currently
sitting in the NC Senate. Support is needed in getting this Bill passed.

7) Jeri Graham of MOAA reported that Secretary of NCDMV A General Gaskin was guest speaker
at the Sand Hills State Veteran Cemetery. She also reported that the National American Academy of
Nursing is recommending that members ask the question “have you ever served in the military?” to
their patients.

8) Richard Spyrison, President of the Wake County Veterans Council reminded those in attendance
of the Veterans Benefit Live event to be held in Cary, NC, March 17-19, 2022.

9) Craig Little of the Montfort Point Marine Association reported that his organization will be
honoring 5 Montfort Point Marine families February 27, 2022, 5:00-8:00 PM in Charlotte, NC.

Unfinish Business:

1) The lapel pins distributed by the NCVC has been located. There is no need to purchase any
additional pins at this time.

New Business: There was no new business.

Reports from Ex-Officio Members:

1) Terry Westbrook of the NC Department of Military and Veterans Affairs rendered the following
report.

a)  One of the Department’s Legislative priorities is expanding veterans’ services by adding
a new Division, the Transition Service Division. The Department has hired the 1%
Female Veterans Representative.

b)  The State Cemetery program is still going on.

¢)  The State Veterans Home in Kernersville, NC opening will occur in about a month to six
weeks. The facility will have 120 beds.

d)  The Governor’s Working Group is there to do the work for veterans across the State of
North Carolina. They will begin the programs for this year in February.

e)  Joseph Wescott, Legislative Liaison for the NCDMVA was introduced and gave a short
presentation.

2) Rosanne Randall, Chairperson of the NC Brain Injury Advisory Council provided an overview of
what services is provided by the Council.

3) Jane Campbell, Chairman of the NC Veterans’ Commission provided the following comments on
the Commission.

a)  Members of the NC Veterans’ Commission are appointed by the Governor on a non-
partisan basis.



b) The Commission is charged with oversite of the NC State Veterans Home, State Veterans
Cemeteries and the North Carolina Scholarship for Children of Wartime Veterans
Programs.

¢) The NC Veterans Affairs Commission will meet January 25, 2022.

4) Matt Devivo, Reserves Component Transition Advisor for North Carolina was introduced and
provided oversite of his duties. He is assuming the position previously held by Andrew Jackson.

5) Andy Zinkievich, Representative Humana Mid-Atlantic Region reported on services offered to
veterans by Humana.

6) Michael Merzke, Veteran’s Bridge Home made a presentation of an event that will be held
February 9, 2022, dealing with crisis intervention.

7) Fran Perez-White, Program Manager, Veterans-Owned Business Development reported that a
Construction Summit will be held in Wilmington, NC, April 6-7, 2022. Call 704-803-6858 for
additional information.

8) Cynthia Pope, Vice President Raleigh Alpha Lamba Chapter of Kappa Epsilon Psi Military, Inc.,
reported that her organization are there to assist homeless veterans and are willing to assist on any
issues concerning women veterans.

Closing Comments:

1) NCVC Treasurer Jeri Graham is being inducted into the Army Women Veterans Foundation Hall
of Fame.

2) NCVC Commander Larry Coleman is a candidate for NC Senate.

3) The next meeting will be held April 11, 2022, the location will be announced at a later date.

Closing Ceremonies:

Benediction — Jay Woods, Vice Commander NC Veterans Council

Salute to Flag

Adjournment

Respectfully Submitted,

VN

Iree T. Smith, Secretary
North Carolina Veterans Council

Phone: 919-772-8425

Email: secretary(@ncveteranscouncil.org



