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North Carolina Veterans Council Minuets
October 18, 2021
Department of North Carolina Veterans of Foreign Wars
917 New Bern Avenue, Raleigh, NC 27610

Meeting called to order by Commander Larry Coleman at 10:06 AM

Invocation: Jay Wood, Vice Commander North Carolina Veterans Council

Pledge of Allegiance: Michael Merzke, Sergeant-at-Arms North Carolina Veterans Council

Roll Call/Quorum: Secretary Smith called the roll of Council’s officers and member organizations
present and logoed on via Zoom. Council Officers present were Commander Larry Coleman, Vice
Commander Jay Wood, Treasurer Jeri Graham, Secretary Elree T. Smith, Sergeant-at Arms Michael
Merzke. Member Organizations present were Department of NC American Legion, AmVETS, Fleet
Reserve Association, MOPH, MOAA, NCVVA, NC National Guard Association, NC Department of
ROA, and VFW Department of NC. Ex-Official Members present were Nelson Mullins Riley &
Scarborough, NCDMVA, NCNG, NC VetBiz, USDOL/VETS, US Department of Veterans Affairs and
Wake County Council of Veterans Organizations.

Introduction of Guest and New Members:

1) Dr. Justin Johnson, MD, HopeWay’s Veteran Program, Director of Veterans Services, Assistant
Consulting Professor of Psychiatry, Duke University, MAJ, MC USAR Command Psychiatrist
USACAPOC (A), Fort Bragg, NC. Dr. Johnson presented a Power Pont presentation on services
offered to veterans by HopeWay.

2) Mr. Lane Dyer, US Department of Labor, State Director — North Carolina (DVET), Veterans’
Employment and Training Service. Mr. Dyer presented a Power Point presentation on services
available veterans and their spouses offered by the UD Department of Labor.

New Members:

1) A membership application and dues were received from the Monfort Point Marines Association
seeking to join the NCVC. Craig Little presented an overview of the Monfort Point Marine
Association. A Motion to admit the Monfort Point Marines Association as a voting member of
the Council was made by Ray Martin of the Fleet Reserves Association, Tom Bates of the
Marine Corps League Seconded the Motion which passed by voice vote.



2) The Western Governors University was recommended to be admitted to the NCVC as an affiliate
member. A Motion to admit the Western Governors University as an affiliate member was made
by Tom Bates of the Marine Corps League, Bill Dixon of the Vietnam Veterans of America NC
State Council Seconded the Motion which passed by voice vote.

Reports — Minuets/Treasurer/Commander:

1) The Minuets of the July 19, 2021, Meeting of the NC Veterans Council approved as printed and
distributed subject to corrections, additions and or deletions on a Motion by Elree T. Smith, VFW
and Seconded by Jay Woods, VFW.

2) Treasurer Jeri Graham rendered the Council’s Financial Report of Receipts and Disbursements.
The Financial Report was approved, subject to audit on a Motion by Elree T. Smith, VFW and
Seconded by Jay Wood, VEW.

3) Commander Coleman reported on several items that the Council should focus on as we strive to
meet the needs of the veterans of the state. Listed below are the areas that he desires the Council’s
member organizations to consider.

a) Concreate on membership — What are your numbers?

b) Legislative update — What to do in the Short Session?

c) NC Veterans Commission meets tomorrow, our member are Advisors.
d)  Veterans’ activities across the state should be reported to the NCVC.
e) The NCVC Website is active, check it out at ncveteranscouncil.org.

f) The NCVC has a Social media presence on FaceBook.

g)  Follow up — What are your organization’s top three concerns?

h) Creation of Committees for Legislative, Finance and Bylaws.

4) Vice Commander Wood rendered a report on upcoming veterans’ activities to be held across the
state.

a) A VEAC was held in Wilmington, NC, September 23-21, 2021, at American Legion Post
55. Approximately 650 veterans and family members was served at the event.

b) Encourage member organizations to take their ministry to where the need is.

c) VFW Post 9103, Spring Lake, NC is hosting a veteran activity at the Holly Davison
outlet in Fayetteville, NC next Saturday.

Special Awards Presentations:

1) Commander Coleman present Past NCVC Acting President Brenda Brubaker a plaque honoring
her service to the  Council as Acting President, creation of the Council’s Bylaws and the Council’s
Policy and Procedure Manual.

2) Commander Coleman presented Past NCVC Secretary/Treasurer Fran Perez-Wilhite a plaque
honoring her many years of service to the Council.

Unfinish Business:



1) A discussion was held centered around the American Legion Department of NC offer to
purchase the lapel pins distributed by the Council. It was decided that there is no need to
purchase any pins at this time.

2) A discussion was held regarding the restart of issuing Certificates of Appreciation to
USDOL/VETS Representatives. For many years, the Council presented the certificates to the
representatives at their annual training conference.

3) Thor Husar of the Military Officer Association of America announced that he was leaving his
position with the Association. He introduced the new MOAA President Jay Garbus for
comments.

4) Ray Martin of the Fleet Reserves Association announced that he will be stepping down as a
representative for the Fleet Reserves Association.

New Business:

1) The 2021-2022 NCVC Budget was adopted after the removal of the parking allowance by voice
vote on a Motion by Elree T. Smith, VFW and Seconded by Jay Woods, VFW.

2) The NCVC Policy & Procedure Manual was adopted after a Motion offered by Elree T. Smith,
VFW and Seconded by Tom Bates of the US Marines League.

Reports from Ex-Officio Members:

George Teague of Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough rendered the following Legislative report.

1) The NC Senate Budget Committee is conducting meetings to finalize the Budget. They have
held meetings with Governor Cooper and should be close to passing a Budget for the first in four
years.

2) Redistricting is taking up most of the current Legislative activities in the NC General Assembly.

3) The Senate Budget Committee is keeping the negotiations closed however, there is hope that HB
83 will survive in the final Senate Budget.

Terry Westbrook of the NC Department of Military and Veterans Affairs rendered the following report.

1) The Department is awaiting the NC General Assembly’s adoption of the State Budget to
determine what effect their funding level will have on services to veterans provided by the
Department.

2) The NC Veterans Affairs Commission will meet October 19, 2021, the Advisory Committee

need to attend the Meeting.

3) The Governor’s Working Group will meet next week.

4) The NC DMVA will support the VACTs programs held here in North Carolina. He strongly
encouraged local Veteran Service Organizations to support the VACT when held in your area.

Bill Dixon of the Vietnam Veterans of America; NC Council reported that he has been in contact with a
child of a Vietnam Veteran that was exposed to Agent Orange. The son has several medical issues
associated with Agent Orange exposure. A grandchild is also suffering from illness attributed to Agent
Orange.



Richard Spyrison of the Wake County Council of Veterans Organizations rendered the following report
1) The Wake County Veterans Day Parade will be held November 6, 2021, in Raleigh, NC.
2) Cary American Legion Post 67 will host a VEAC March 17-19, 2022, in Cary, NC.

Next meeting date: Next meeting will be held January 24, 2022, at 10:00 AM. Location will be
announced at a later date.

Closing Ceremonies:

Benediction — Jay Woods, Vice Commander NC Veterans Council
Salute to Flag

Adjournment

Respectfully Submitted
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Elree T. Smith, Secretary
North Carolina Veterans Council
Phone: 919-772-8425

Email: secretary@ncveteranscouncil.org



